
Global Europe and Policy Coherence

A conference on trade agreements between the EU and Latin America

October 14, at 10.15-16.00

Second Chamber of the Swedish Parliament, Stockholm
Organizers: 

The Latin Amercia Association in Swedish Parliament in colaboration with European and Swedish organizations

Contact: 
Christer Winbäck (fp), 65557 

christer.winback@riksdagen.se
The EU is currently negotiating bilateral trade and association agreements with Latin America. The new bilateral negotiations are a result of EU’s trade policy, Global Europe that was launched in 2006. The EU has made commitments regarding policy coherence, meaning that all its policies should be coherent with the objectives of it its development cooperation policies. The EU has also made several human rights commitments. What will be the impacts of the trade agreements on democracy and human rights in Latin America? How can the agreements contribute to the strengthening of democracy and human rights in Latin America?
These will be the issues discussed in this conference organised by the Latin Amercia Association in the Swedish Parliament in the framework of the Swedish EU Presidency. The conference is organized in cooperation with European civil society networks and Swedish NGO’s. 

The objective of the conference is to hear the perspectives of human rights experts and representatives from civil society in Central- and South America as well as to create a space for dialogue and discussion between decision makers and civil society regarding Global Europe and EU’s bilateral trade agreements with Latin America. 

The conference is held in English and Spanish with simultaneous interpretation between the two languages. A light lunch is served, as well as coffee in the morning and in the afternoon. 

Welcome! 
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PROGRAM
09.45 – 10.15
Coffee and registration

10.15 – 10.30
Welcome by Christer Winbäck, coordinator of the Latin America 


Association in the Swedish Parliament (Liberal Party)  

Presentation of the conference by the moderators, Stefan de Vylder and Lizzette Robleto and introduction: Global Europe and bilateral trade agreements in relation to European undertakings concerning policy coherence and human rights.
10.30-12.15    Panel 1: Democracy and Policy Space 

· Gérard Karlshausen, Policy Officer, CNCD/CONCORD: Negotiation processes of the trade treaties leading to regional division or integration.
· Annelie Andersson, Policy Officer, APRODEV: Trade agreements and government’ policy space.
· Luis Guillermo Pérez Casas, executive director, CIFCA: Transparency and possibilities for civil society to influence the trade negotiation process between the EU and Central America. 

· Jesus Garza, Director of CHAAC: Association Agreement negotiations and the situation in Honduras 
· Villy Meier, MEP, GUE/NGL, Vice-President of the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly. 
Questions 

12.15-13.00
 Lunch  
13.00-14.25
 Panel 2: Human Rights and Environment 

· Dr. Alirio Uribe Muñóz, Human Rights Expert, CAJAR, Colombia: Effects of Global Europe and the bilateral trade agreements on economic and social rights - The case of Colombia.
· Domingo Hernandez, Waqib Kej, Guatemala: Effects of the bilateral trade agreements on indigenous peoples’ rights. 

· Nancy Iza, international spokes person, Ecuarunari, Ecuador: Impacts of the trade agreements and intellectual property rights on human rights. 

· Martin Wolpold-Bosien, Head of Central America Desk, FIAN International: Extra-territorial obligations of the states. 
Questions 
14.25-14.40 
 Coffee 

14.40-16.00
Debate: Global Europe and Policy Coherence 

· Roberto Echandi, Chief Negotiator, Costa Rica.
· Mentor Villagomez, Ambassador and Chief Negotiator, Ecuador. 
· Björn Hamilton, MP, Moderaterna (Conservative Party), Sweden. Spokesperson for Trade.

· Bodil Ceballos, MP, Green Party, Sweden. 
· Erik van Mele, Policy Officer, Oxfam International. 

· Luis Vittor, Coordinator, CAOI. 
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The Swedish NGO-platform for Colombia
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